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Date:   March 9, 2020 
 
To:    Chair Rep. Roy Takumi 

Vice Chair Rep. Linda Ichiyama 
and Members of the Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 

 
Submitted By:  Stephanie Kendrick, Public Policy Advocate 
   Hawaiian Humane Society, 808-356-2217  
 
RE:   Testimony in support of SB 2512, SD1: Relating to Veterinary Medicine 

Wednesday, March 11, 2020, 2 p.m., Capitol Room 329 
 
 
Aloha Chair Takumi, Vice Chair Ichiyama and Committee Members,  

On behalf of the Hawaiian Humane Society, thank you for considering our support for Senate 
Bill 2512, SD1, which prohibits the owner of an animal, and the owner's employees, from 
performing any surgical procedure, including but not limited to surgical birth, ear cropping, tail 
docking, and debarking on the animal without being licensed as a veterinarian. It further makes 
intentionally or knowingly performing any surgical procedure on a pet animal by any person not 
licensed as a veterinarian guilty of a class C felony. And it specifies that accepted veterinary 
practices and cropping or docking as customarily practiced, shall not be considered cruelty to 
animals in the first degree if performed by a licensed veterinarian. 

The Hawaiian Humane Society opposes cosmetic surgery on animals, but while this bill does not 
take that step, it does protect animal welfare by requiring that these procedures are performed 
by a licensed veterinarian. This measure definitely represents progress. 

Surgical birth certainly should never be performed by anyone but a licensed veterinarian. 
Hawaiian Humane recently sent a bulldog mix out for specialized surgery on an enormous 
hernia that our chief veterinarian strongly suspects was the result of a backyard cesarean 
section. See photos on the next page. This animal was lucky enough to survive the mutilation 
and get the care she needed, but causing this sort of injury to an animal is unconscionable. 

We urge the committee to pass SB 2512, SD1. Mahalo for your consideration. 



 

 

Here are the before and after pictures of the approximately 3-year-old bulldog mix that was 
brought into our care with a large ventral abdominal hernia, suspected to be secondary to a 
backyard C-section. She is a very sweet dog and was recently adopted into a new home. Note 
she also has very short cropped ears, which are also usually an indication of amateur surgery.  

 



SB-2512-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/9/2020 9:34:26 PM 
Testimony for CPC on 3/11/2020 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

LYNN Y MURAMARU Pacific Pet Alliance Oppose Yes 
 
 
Comments:  

  

Testimony in strong OPPOSITION of SB 2512 

  

March 11, 2020 

  

Rep. Roy Takumi, Rep. Linda Ichiyama, and members of the House Committee on 
Consumer Protection: 

  

The Pacific Pet Alliance is a Hawaii based non-profit that focuses on promoting animal 
welfare through education.  Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in 
opposition of SB 2512. 

  

The Pacific Pet Alliance agrees with the intent of this bill, to protect animals, particularly 
dogs, from being harmed by surgical procedures being performed by non-
veterinarians.  While we acknowledge testimony from respected members of the local 
veterinary organizations and animal welfare groups and we share many of the same 
thoughts on this matter, we question how this bill protects the "consumer".   

  

The scope of this bill addresses "animal husbandry issues" and the Pacific Pet Alliance 
questions why this bill was never referred to any committee on agriculture.   

  







Pacific Pet Alliance 

  

 





SB-2512-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/10/2020 10:08:56 AM 
Testimony for CPC on 3/11/2020 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

leslie farnel for forgotten felines Support No 
 
 
Comments:  



SB-2512-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/9/2020 1:04:18 PM 
Testimony for CPC on 3/11/2020 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Cathy Goeggel Animal Rights Hawai'i Support No 
 
 
Comments:  





SB-2512-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/9/2020 3:44:42 PM 
Testimony for CPC on 3/11/2020 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Andrea Quinn Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  



SB-2512-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/9/2020 2:20:14 PM 
Testimony for CPC on 3/11/2020 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Eric Ako DVM Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

How we treat animals is a reflection of society ethics and morals. 

In 2020,it is simply unacceptable for untrained 

unlicensed people to perform surgery.Veterinary medicine ensures 

humane service.Its not about profit,it's about doing things right. 

 



SB-2512-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/9/2020 4:23:14 PM 
Testimony for CPC on 3/11/2020 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Dana Jenkins Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support this legislation. Backyard surgeries should not be legal. The 
permanent harm done on these animals from amateurs not only disfigures the animals, 
but causes irreversible damage to their health. 

 



SB-2512-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/9/2020 4:24:28 PM 
Testimony for CPC on 3/11/2020 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Stephanie McLaughlin Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Please pass this important bill. 

 



SB-2512-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/9/2020 5:47:28 PM 
Testimony for CPC on 3/11/2020 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By  Organization  Testifier 
Position  

Present at 
Hearing  

carole richelieu Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
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